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PREFACE 

Pakistan Social and Living Standards Measurements (PSLM), 2018-19 is the eleventh round of a 

series of surveys, initiated in 2004. Current round of PSLM (Social & Household Integrated Economic 

Survey (HIES)) at provincial level survey covered 24809 households and provide detailed outcome 

indicators on Education, Health, Population Welfare, Housing, Water Sanitation & Hygiene, Information 

Communication & Technology (ICT), Food Insecurity Experience Scale (FIES) and Income & 

Expenditure. This report contains result on main indicators whereas detail reports for Social indicators 

and HIES 2018-19 will be released separately. 

The Field activities of the eleventh round were carried out during August 2018 to June 2019.                             

This report provides information on key socio economic indicators, whereas the main Social and HIES 

report provides detail information of each indicator at national, as well as at provincial level with urban 

/rural breakdown. It also provides a comparison with the last provincial rounds of PSLM Survey 2013-14 

for social indicators and 2015-16 for HIES indicators. This survey will also provide requisite data for  the 

estimation of consumption based Poverty. 

UN has adopted new development plan for post 2015 monitoring called Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs). Under SDGs there are 17 goals, 169 targets and 232 indicators. The agenda of SDGs is 

very comprehensive with the aim of ñleaving no one behindò.  United Nations Statistics Division has 

assigned the task of monitoring and reporting of SDGs to the National Statistical organizations globally, 

accordingly Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) being the central Statistical organization with the network 

of 34 regional /field offices all over Pakistan is mainly responsible for monitoring and reporting  of SDGs 

Keeping in view the changed ground realities & in the light of SDGs, a Technical Committee was 

constituted to review both questionnaires of PSLM (District & Provincial Level). Four sub-committees 

were formed on Poverty Labour & Employment, Education, Health and Housing Water & Sanitation. In 

the light of the recommendations of the sub-committees, questionnaires have been amended and it is 

worth mentioning here that out of 66 SDG indicators reported by PBS, 30 indicators are being monitored 

through PSLM Surveys 

    I would like to congratulate Mr. Muhammad Sarwar Gondal, Member (Support Services), Mr. 

Ayazuddin, Deputy Director General PBS and the whole PSLM team for the successful completion of the 

task. The report is also available on the website of PBS. Comments and suggestions are welcome to 

further improve the survey and this report in future. 

                                                                                                                            

(Mr. Zafar Hasan) 

                                                                                                                            Secretary/Chief Statistician   

Government of Pakistan 

Ministry of Planning Development & Special Initiatives 

Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, Islamabad 
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INTRODUCTION  PSLM 2018 -19  

PSLM Survey was initiated in 2004 as PSDP 

funded project and continued till 2015. 

Afterward PSLM has become regular activity of 

PBS. The survey was designed to provide Social 

& Economic indicators in the alternate years at 

provincial and district level. PSLM / HIES 

provincial level survey, provides information on 

Income and Consumption as well as on social 

indicators at National and Provincial level with 

urban / rural breakdown and by consumption 

quintiles. Ten rounds of PSLM / HIES have 

been completed till   2014-15.  

Objective of Survey: PSLM is the main 

mechanism to provide data for:- 

 Monitoring development plans at district 

level. 

 Assessment of programs initiated under 

Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP). 

 Planners / Policy Makers, Research 

workers, Statisticians and National / 

International Organizations use the data. 

 Estimation of Multidimensional Poverty 

Index (MPI) from PSLM district level 

survey. 

 Estimation of consumption based poverty 

(CBN from PSLM/ HIES Provincial level 

survey.  

PSLM was the main mechanism of reporting of 

MDGs. 15 indicators have been reported through 

PSLM / HIES survey. 

 Six PSLM District Level Surveys have                

been completed 2004-05, 2006-07, 

2008-09, 2010-11, 2012-13 & 2014-15 

 Six PSLM (Social & HIES) Provincial 

Level Survey have been completed 2004-

05, 2005-06, 2007-08, 2010-11 & 2011-

12, and 2013-14  

In 2015-16, special survey namely Household 

Integrated Income and Consumption Survey 

(HIICS) was conducted to derive weights for 

Price Indices. This survey has also provided 

all information related to HIES. 

 UN has adopted new development plan for post 

2015 monitoring called Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). Under SDGs there 

are 17 goals, 169 targets and 232 indicators. By 

considering ground realities and data needs for 

SDGs, questionnaire of both District level and 

Provincial level were reviewed and revised with 

consultative meetings of Technical Committee. 

Four sub committees were formulated for in 

depth review of PSLM questionnaire. 
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INTRODUCTION  PSLM 2018 -19  

After reviewing PSLM questionnaire, some 

change has been incorporated in existing 

questionnaire and few modules have also been 

added in PSLM/HIES Surveys. 

Main Sectors Covered by  

PSLM / HIES (Provincial Level) 

 Demographic characteristics 

 Education 

 Health 

 Population Welfare  

 Household Characteristics 

 Water Sanitation and Hygiene  

 Household Income, Consumption & 

Expenditure  

 Household Assets, Household Amenities  

 Saving & Liabilities 

Incorporated Modules 

 Food Insecurity Experience Scale (FIES) 

 Out of Pocket Health Expenditure  

 Information Communication and 

Technology (ICT) 

 

It is worth mentioning here that areas of 

erstwhile FATA are now being covered after 

2001-02 as parts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 

therefore results of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa are not 

exactly comparable with previous rounds. For 

analyzing impact of inclusion of erstwhile 

FATA (Merged Areas) in Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa all tables are compared with 

or without merged areas. Further, this time 

coverage of Balochistan province has been 

improved as only 15 areas excluded from 

scope of survey due to security reasons, 

unlike during the previous round in 2013-14, 

where 61 areas were dropped from the scope 

of the survey. 

   Indicators Covered by PSLM/HIES 

 

P: Provincial Level Survey      D: District Level Survey 
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SAMPLE DESIGN  PSLM 2018 -19  

Universe: The universe for survey consists of 

all urban and rural areas of the four provinces of 

Pakistan, excluded military restricted areas. It is 

worth mentioning here that areas of erstwhile 

FATA have now been covered in Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa.  

Sample Design: A stratified two-stage sample 

design has been adopted for the survey. 

Sampling Frame: Sampling Frame updated 

through Population &housing Census 2017 has  

 

 

been used for sample selection. Each 

enumeration block is comprised to 200-250 

houses on the average with well-defined 

boundaries and maps. In urban areas each 

enumeration block is treated as PSU while in 

rural areas villages are divided into blocks with 

well-defined boundaries and maps and each 

separate block within village is considered as 

PSU. Province wise detail of blocks as per 

Sampling Frame is as under. 

 

 

 

 

Stratification Plan 

Urban Domain: For urban domain, each 

administrative division for all four provinces has 

been considered as an independent stratum.  

Rural Domain: For rural domain, each 

administrative district in Punjab, Sindh and 

Khyber Pakhtunkhawa and each administrative 

division in Balochistan, has been considered as 

an independent stratum. 

Selection of primary sampling units 

(PSUs): Enumeration blocks in both Urban and 

rural domains are taken as Primary Sampling 

Units (PSUs). Sample PSUs from each ultimate  

 

 

 

stratum/sub-stratum are selected with probability 

proportional to size (PPS) method of sampling 

scheme. In both Urban and Rural domains, the 

number of households in an enumeration block 

has been taken as measure of size. 

Selection of secondary sampling units 

(SSUs): The households of sample PSUs have 

been taken as Secondary Sampling Units 

(SSUs). 12 and 16 households have been 

selected from urban and rural domains 

respectively by using systematic sampling 

technique. 

 

 No. of Blocks 

Province Urban Rural  Overall 

Punjab 27853 60666 88519 

Sindh 21915 17215 39130 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 3266 22538 25804 

Balochistan 1826 8384 10210 

Total 54860 108803 163663 
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SAMPLE DESIGN  PSLM 2018 -19  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

         PROFILE OF PSLM 2018-19 

                  No. of sample blocks (PSUs) No. of sample HHs (SSUs) 

Provinces Urban Rural  Overall Urban Rural  Overall 

Punjab 350 500 850 4200 8000 12200 

Sindh 250 220 470 3000 3520 6520 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 125 195 320 1500 3120 4620 

Balochistan 70 110 180 840 1760 2600 

Total 795 1025 1820 9540 16400 25940 

 COVERED  HOUSEHOLD  

Province Urban Rural  Overall 

Punjab 3945 7836 11781 

Sindh 2719 3497 6216 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 1450 3035 4485 

Balochistan 759 1568 2327 

Total 8873 15936 24809 

Note: 18 PSUs were dropped due to law and order situation. Hence 1802 PSUs were covered. 
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SDGs INDICATORS COVERED BY PSLM  PSLM 2018 -19  

  

1.4.2 Proportion of total adult population with 

secure tenure rights to land, with legally 

recognized documentation and who perceive 

their rights to land as secure, by sex and by type 

of tenure. 

2.1.2 Prevalence of moderate or severe food 

insecurity in the population, based on the Food 

Insecurity   Experience Scale (FIES) 

3.1.2 Proportion of births attended by skilled 

health personnel. 

3.2.2 Neonatal mortality rate 

 3.b.1 Proportion of the target population 

covered by all vaccines included in their national 

programme 

4.6.1 Percentage of population in a given age 

group achieving at least a fixed level of 

proficiency in functional (a) literacy and (b) 

numeracy skills, by sex. 

5.b.1 Proportion of individuals who own a 

mobile telephone, by sex 

 

6.1.1 Proportion of population using safely 

managed drinking water services. (6.1.1(a) 
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SDGs INDICATORS COVERED BY PSLM  

 

PSLM 2018 -19  

shows the percentage of households with 

improved source of drinking water & 6.1.1(b) 

shows Improved Drinking Water source within 

the premises) 

6.2.1 Proportion of population using safely 

managed sanitation services, including a hand-

washing facility with soap and water. (6.2.1(a) 

shows the percentage of households with 

improved toilet facility & 6.2.1(b) shows 

improved toilet that is not shared with other 

household 

7.1.1 Proportion of population with access to 

electricity 

7.1.2 Proportion of population with primary 

reliance on clean fuels and technology 

Disaggregation by cooking, heating, lighting, 

residence 

17.8.1 Proportion of individuals using the 

Internet.  

4.4.1 Proportion of youth and adults with 

information and communications technology 

(ICT) skills, by type of skills.  

4.5.1 Parity indices for all education indicators               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PSLM/HIES data provides the results of 24 

SDGs indicators. Out of which the overall 

results of 15 SDGs indicators are discussed 

here however detailed disaggregation of 

SDGs indicators will be discussed in PSLM 

Social Report 2018-19. However the results 

of 9 remaining indicators are required 

detailed data analysis by different 

organizations and will be provided 

separately  
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EDUCATION  

 

PSLM 2018 -19  

Knowledge based society is an essential factor 

for economic and social growth of a country. 

Formal, non-formal and informal education 

systems are the basic pillars for knowledge 

based society. With the advancements of 

technology in the modern era with significant 

change adoption in education system have 

created new opportunities for developing 

countries to enhance literacy rate as well as 

inculcate intellectual capability in the society.  

Furthermore, Creativity, Critical Thinking, 

Communication and Collaboration are four 

necessary educational skills need to be 

developed in 21st century generation. Therefore, 

the policy makers are required to reform their 

policies and restructure the existing 

infrastructure to accommodate the challenges.  

School Attendance 

 More than one half of the population of ten 

years and older i.e. 61 percent in 2018-19 as 

compared to 60 percent in 2013-14 has ever 

attended school 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Out of School: Overall 30 percent children aged 

5 to 16 are out of school in Pakistan as 

compared to 33 percent in 2013-14. The 

percentage is highest in Balochistan and lowest 

in Punjab. Out of school consists of children 

who have never been to school and those 

children who attended school but left afterwards. 

Never been to school 

24 percent children age (5 -16) years have never 

been to school in Pakistan, this percentage is 

highest in Balochistan, followed by Sindh and 

lowest in Punjab. Drop out rates are lower and 

have almost same pattern in all provinces. 
Population 10 years and older that has     ever 

attended school
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EDUCATION  

 

PSLM 2018 -19  

Literacy Rate age (10 years and older) 

The overall literacy has increased to 60 percent 

from 58 percent in 2013-14. There is increasing 

trend in Provinces except Balochistan. 

Analyzing by gender and region it is observed 

that increasing trend is more prevalent in rural 

areas than urban areas  

The significant gender gap is observed in the 

literacy results of all four provinces. 

However, the situation of Punjab is quite 

batter  

Youth Literacy age (15-24) years 

Youth Literacy for the age group 15-24 

increased slightly to 72 percent from 71 percent 

in 2013-14. Like all indicators of education 

Punjab is leading province in this indicator too, 

followed by Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. However, 

Balochistan is at lowest position in all education 

indicators. There is significant gender gap in the 

youth literacy of all four provinces. However, 

the gap is highest in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

followed by Balochistan. Highest youth literacy 

is observed among males of Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa. 

Literacy Rate (10 years & above) by Province and Region 
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EDUCATION  

 

PSLM 2018 -19  

Enrolments 

Enrolments are calculated through Net 

Enrolment Rate (NER) and Gross Enrolment 

Rate (GER) by using different age groups. NER 

is the number of children with specific age 

attending specific class divided by number of 

children with specific age and GER is the 

number of children attending specific class 

divided by number of children with specific age. 

However, looking at the data situation it looks 

more appropriate to consider the age group ñ6 to 

10 ñfor Primary, ñ11-13ò for Middle and ñ14-

15ò for Matric. NER at primary slightly increase 

to 66 percent from 65 percent in 2013-14. While 

observing the Province level position, Punjab is 

the leading province among all Provinces while 

Balochistan is at lowest.  

GER at Primary age (6-10) 

The overall trend of GER Primary level for both 

age groups is declining i.e. from 91 percent to 87 

percent, which is positive trend implying   low 

enrolment of overage children. Decreasing trend 

is observed in all provinces while Sindh remains 

stagnant during the period. Same declining trend 

is also observed by gender and region. 

NER at Primary age (6-10) years 

Province 2013-14 2018-19 

Pakistan 65 66 

Punjab 72 73 

Sindh 56 58 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

(Ex- Merged Areas) 67 66 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

(In-Merged Areas) 
- 64 

Balochistan 44 40 

82 81

98 92

 2013-14  2018-19

GER at Primary Level class (1-5) age (6-10) 

by Gender

Male
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EDUCATION  

 

PSLM 2018 -19  

NER at Middle Class (6-8) aged (11-13)  

NER at Middle level class (6-8) for age (11-13) 

has significantly increased from 35 percent to 38 

percent in 2018-19. The region wise trend also 

shows significant increase particularly in rural 

areas. While Punjab, Sindh and Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa (Excluding Merged Areas) shows 

increasing trend, Balochistan have shown 

decline in 2018-19. 

 

 

GER at Middle  Class (6-8) aged (11-13)  

The GER at Middle class (6-8) for age (11-13)    

shown increasing trend at national level and by 

region. Analyzing provinces, Punjab have shown 

highest percentage while Balochistan at lowest. 

Wide gender disparity is observed in all 

provinces and it is highest in Khyber 

Pakthunkhwa with  gap of 36 percentage points 

between gender. 

 

NER Middle age (11-13) years 

Province 2013-14 2018-19 

Pakistan 35 38 

Punjab 39 45 

Sindh 29 30 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

(Ex- Merged Areas) 37 39 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

(In-Merged Areas) 
- 36 

Balochistan 22 20 

GER at Middle age (11-13) years by Province  
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EDUCATION  

 

PSLM 2018 -19  

NER and GER at Matric Class  

(9-10) aged (14-15)  
 

NER at Matric level class (9-10) for age (14-15) 

has significantly increased to 27 percent in 

2018-19 from 24 percent in 2013-14. The same 

trend is observed in all provinces while Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa (Excluding Merged Areas) 

slightly declined to 25 percent from 26 percent 

in 2013-14.  NER follows the same increasing 

trend when analyze by gender and region.  
 GER at Matric level class (9-10) for age     (14-

15) years remains stagnant at 57 percent during 

2013-14 and 2018-19. The provincial 

comparison shows slight decline except Punjab. 

There are wide gender disparities in GER among 

provinces and highest gap is observed in Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa and lowest in Punjab. However, 

regional disparity is more pronounced in      

Sindh and Punjab.
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INFORMATION  COMMUNICATION & TECHNOLOGY  PSLM 2018 -19  

Information Communication Technology 

(ICT)  is one of the economic development 

pillars to gain advantage. It can improve the 

quality of human life. The digital age has 

transformed the way people communicate, 

network, seek help, access information and 

learn. We must recognize that people are now, 

an online population and access is through a 

variety of means such as computers, laptop, 

tablet and mobile phones. PSLM 2018-19 

collected information on household with access 

to internet, Mobile phone, Computer, Laptop 

and Tablet. The data with regional 

(Urban/Rural) break down reveals that only 14 

percent households own computer/Laptop/Tablet 

while 95 percent of households have mobile 

phones and 34 percent  households have internet 

connection. There are large gaps in ownership of 

computer and internet access in urban / rural 

areas. Provincial breakdown are provided below.

 

 
Computer: 12% 

Mobile: 95% 

Internet: 37%  

Computer: 6% 

Mobile: 92% 

Internet: 19%  

Computer: 15% 

Mobile: 95% 

Internet: 33%  

Computer: 15% 

Mobile: 93% 

Internet: 37%  

��KP Excluding Merged Areas:   Computer:   13%           Mobile:  96%                   Internet:  41% 


